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Iran: blocking statute  

The Council indicated its intention not to object to the "Commission delegated regulation amending 

the Annex to Council Regulation (EC) No 2271/96 of 22 November 1996 protecting against the 

effects of extra-territorial application of legislation adopted by a third country, and actions based 

thereon or resulting therefrom." 

Following the request by European leaders on 16 May, the European Commission launched a 

formal process to activate the blocking statute by updating the list of US sanctions on Iran falling 

within its scope on 6 June 2018. The blocking statute allows companies to recover damages arising 

from US extraterritorial sanctions, from the person causing them, nullifies the effect in the EU of 

any foreign court judgements based on them and requires EU persons not to comply with such 

sanctions, unless explicitly authorised by the Commission to do so. The aim is to have the measure 

in force on 7 August 2018, when the first batch of US sanctions takes effect. 

By indicating its intention not to object, the Council allows for a swifter adoption of the 

Commission delegated regulation. The European Parliament also needs to either pronounce itself 

before the deadline of 6 August 2018 or let the deadline pass without objecting for the delegated act 

to enter into force and produce effects.  

European Commission acts to protect the interests of EU companies investing in Iran as part of the 

EU's continued commitment to the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, 18 May 2018 

Euro-Mediterranean agreement with Morocco 

The Council adopted a decision on the extension of tariff preferences in the Association Agreement 

with Morocco to the Western Sahara. The decision complies with European Court of Justice's ruling 

on the liberalisation agreement on agricultural and other products of December 21st 2016. 

This decision has two main objectives. On the one hand, it will ensure that products from Western 

Sahara can be exported to the EU with trade preferences and thus favour the development of 

Western Sahara. On the other hand, it should allow the EU to continue reinvigorating its partnership 

with Morocco. It also shows the way forward for the EU-Morocco Fisheries agreement in the 

following months. 

The Council also requested the consent of the European Parliament, which is necessary for the 

agreement to be modified. 


